


Bletherings on that verra verra wee
Eighteenth Mailing.

Natterings on the National Health Service; the
meking of doggeeil, the NHS again, matrons,
almoners, the NHS, and finishing with a
Profound Thot on Democracy..hoo boy: was 1
in a lgeturing mood!

Due to lethargy, sheer laziness, a touch of the
flu', and a drying up of the mentel membranes;
there is no item by MachiaVarley

:All artwork by Atom, without whose help you would
all have conjunctivitis.

Produced by Ethel Lindsay,
Courage House,
6 Langley Avenue. Surbiton, Surrey
for the March 1959 mailing of
The Off Trail Magazine Publishers Association,
may it not rest in peace,



PR T T St e Mt e i R el

_...,.0n the Eighteenth Mailing.......

5008 Sguarad A.Mercer: Your 'wanna o back poem was SHTER genius.

Tales from the Oublietter A Mercer: At last I am beginning to
enjoy this.,why: I even sniggered once.

Phenotyne P Fhey: Read with delight your thoughts on Bobbie and
GMCarr, and laughed Stsyene LF gl remark, I navn't been paying
very serious attention to Bobbies remarks on the subject of the
Aldermarston march, Becsause, you see, she is the same whilst
talking, and I've often hearc her 'toot off' about something. She
has the saving grace however of a lively sense oI the ridiculous,
and toe ability to admit another point of view, You are quite right;
there is no resemblance between her and That Other, I have come to
the gwcd conclusion that you mist know sumpn about nearly everything

OR: E. Mills: I hobe you do- .»not believe that I am go3nl Lo '"meadn g
page wuith tremedial calibration' on it - even ir it is signed by

5 Glaus. The dear ol' Santa I know doesn't use such words! Elliss
T wish you'd ever say who writes what - 1 presume it is your own
Solacon report? It was interesting, but far too brief, I enjoyed
Hob Liemai s srtlcele’ vany rmich and hope you give us more of him,

i T.VAbandon: J.Caughron: There are times when I think I could kill
somebody— and when somebody dismisses a meeting with Bloch in one
sentance —-thats a time! Why don't you sit down and think about
your lost opportunitys? Your vhole writing style is too hurried
and siapdash -~ take your time;

Wovie Music: J.Linwood: Liked the cover. I found the paragraph
about lelson Riddle very interesting, I am a fan of his as well as



Sinatra's., I can't honestly say tnat I am very interested
in the study of jazz, but I -appreciate the way you nave leid
it out so neatly and your good film revievis, I respect your
opinions and vould like more please,

Tix: K.Potter: After careiul examination of this, I have come
To the conclusion that you. sir, are another punster; I feel
wery sad to héar thas Irene is Net sodnke te~turn-4dnto a prolirfic
‘wiriter, T wonder if I can .epare any of my mental stamina,; you
can all sto» wondering now..,the answers no, I wish Mal vrote
me beautiful letters like that., Anyhoo, vielcome back; and be
sure and vwrite in every mailing.

Rememberance of Things Past: Hvans: Meaty!

Batan's Child: D.Ratigan: I go for your band on~the cower, The
Devil's Ride was delightiully written, and i1lloed. You sound
much nore dovn to earth here, it's as if you had loviered your
sights and with (mild only I hope) surprise, noticed us, Glad
to have you with us, Dorothy. :

Morph: J.,Roles: Your cover.,JI don't think Vincent meant to

have a woman's face in the clouds, but I can clearly discern
one, MNow, if Vincent 1is our Ving; what I would like to know

is, vhy can't he put co¥ers on his own mag too? To say, nothing
of the other pair's mhen he is at 1t, I hope you stayed in
3ingapore a long time,

Veritas: J.Berry:; Liked your ruminations on quote cards, and
agreed with Barry Hall's conclusions on the subject., I heartily
second your plea to Ken to write the history of his TAFF trip,
Hoo Boy! I bet he thought that Big Steam vwould keep me quiet
for months,..what a hope he has! I liked this very much; you
"are allowing yourself to peenp out from behind the Goon, and
quch as I am Gevoted to him, I think this is A Good Thing, The
reviews were vell done too, please keep this up.

Vagary: R,1ild: Congratulations on the cover, _ Thanks too for
the explanation of Green Grow The Rushes OH, There is another
song with that phrase in it,, "Green grow the rushes, oh, Green
grow the rushes, oh, Thc happiest 'oors that e'ere I spent,
Tere spent amang the lasses, oh.'.,..Burns natch, I was glad
to see you complaining about that child-bearing crack. You are
quite right, and I applaud your remarks heartily. It takes a
man.. to make an inscnsitive remark like that, ‘'‘Then a woman 1s
feeling 'catty' she has no hesitation in making a crack about
another's lack of allurc, but I can't recall even the cattiest
of women making a sneer at another's childlessness. Your
remarks on fcuds amused no end; Bobbie my luv, just you re-
read those norrrds yersel' and tak' them to hearrrt) I would
bet Chuck had written the poem in a rare moment after taking
his hecad out of the car engine, A very serious congratulation
on 'TLondon', and on a very meaty issue,



Dicllaban: Schaffer: ~hilst I am liking all of this, the one
on basic reescarch is definetly something special, and descrves
three cheers, Polishéd uritingt thats what I'd say you had
produced; and lects have some more,

Ieals: B.Dietz: ' clcome Belle! neal away, I hecartily admire
your 'basie', atagirl.. Christine's article though, nuzzles
e no. gads® S den tesanderatand. this cleavage in New York, I
mean, one lot of you saem to stend for " no drinking, SE and
nothing else but®, and the other lot for “"whee! we have gay
parties and vho wants to talk about 3F?* rr! havn't you all
ever heard of cowpromise? Vhy not have both? Over here we
manage it rine, Personalily I would find a surfeit of cither
way ratiaer boring,

Ground Zero: B,vietz: A very neat con report from Ted, and a
good 'taster' orf the Spaccchild boo:...but dainna tcmpt me! A
nicc newsy zine - ammreciated,

Fijagh: D.Zllington: Should I takc umbrage at your picrecing
Tan: O Shensersy - ¥hy Dick en the. tamiyy 48 what 176 inke | ®#0
knovi, wonat dastardly plot agin the Scots is behind it all?
Alternatively, should ve be honoured at this distinetion,
has it somec poveriul 'rfluence working for us all the time?

4 secret underground movement to rid us of those saucy
sassenachs?, ,weeel soume of them anyway! Plcase let me know,
I notice yam gandy geil:ws. bo, schb codn to you ane Yeou will
lopls aiiter she’ oxelisgces. v Blit. unlesq T have sot at: ail wrong,
than vhich nothing is more probable, it is illegal for us to
send moncy to you. Perhaps some of the men in Ompa will
exnlain it to you though, cxplenations that I become at all
involved in becowiec very involved inceed. . quite nebulous in
rach, ¥ fresly addst. - Your aredinehilen. is impeccable,

VIV VVVVVVVVV I VVVVVVVVVV VYV VY YV VY YV VTV VTV VTV VYV
Stuch-a small, wee, puny, mailing' ‘T'here arc you, all at?
Come out from behind those bushes! Yo Ken, I don't
mean your beard! Anyvay you shaved it off remember?
Ohhhh! %but you are a lazy lot; I really am ashamed of
you.,no, Achee, don't ery! I don't mean you, why you
had two pieces in the mailing remember? Gad' if this
were a regiment you would all be drummed out! R, IO
please explain to Daphne that I don't mean to hit her
with a drum,..,,ond as for you Walt, leave Fapa 1f you
like, and I won't care a twitech of an eyebrovw, but drop
Ompa and I will never speak to you again, ,,so there!

at lecast not until the next time we meet I wom! %,
0oovu; but some oi you make me go cross!



ME AND MR WILLY:

it 'T have often thought that Mr illy suffered from a sort of

agoranhobla, that ne nad a nervous horror of the blank page - 1

TENey e Was frequently overcome by iits of weakness; & pathological

shrinking, when he considered the courage, the grim fortitude that

is needed to sit without disgust before the virgin field, the

naked page, uascored by arabcsquess neadings, scratched out wvords;

the cold, indifferent paper, white and blinding, thankless, greedy”
Colette,

and like tnat.,

As T am on a course of 'Hospital Administration' at the
moment; I tentatively put forward the idea that I misht natter
about tne ational Health Service. MachiaVarley was very scorniul
of this idea, I may nave to fall back on it yet thougn!

teanvhile I hauled out the folder hopefulliy titled with the
word ' atterings' and peered inside, I found a small note there
which brongut back a delightiul memory.l was on a train journey
with “resnces and Sandy, We liere standing in the corridor. - e
started to make un ¢ rannish' rhymes to the tune of Tartha Kitt's
song Mionotonous: ¥, e had a fine time and made up heaps of
verses, and voved we would get someone to sing i1t at the very
next.Con, For all our mirth, we were a sober trio, and tnerefore
made no ~ecllcosssuggestions of singing it ourselves. An, well.
all that remains is . A note of what was to be the last verse. ...

"orman Wansborough writes his Runes for me,

Robert Bloch commposes tunes for me

~ven "alter Willis,,eroons Ifor me.

Mons tcinous! ",
The idea is not copyright, owing to the inherent laziness of at
least two cf the trio, and is open to use by any fan song writer
and or singer,



Another hopeful peer into the folder only produces a heap
of clippings from the letter columns o newspapers. At the
time these seemed worth saving, now they f&ll me with a
dreariness of soul...tear em' up and pop em' in the waste
basket.,. National Health Service,.,here we come,

I have been employed by the I H S for 12 years nowv; but
it 1s only since taking this course that I have got more
than a vague idea of its structure and history. The firet
effect of the course was rather a curious one, it set me teo
reading books on the social conditions of from the 17th
century onuards, The sourse 1tsell disposed of past history
in about tuo parsgraphs, but I always have to do L7 60E
hard vay, I was taught., 'Begin at the beginning, go right
on to the end, and then stop.,' To understand how the NHS
came about, you must first understand the Poor Laws that
preceeded it, and these stretch so Iar back I almost
bumped into Bobbdie Vild,

Once I had got that out of my system I was able to take
a look at the structure oi the NHS, and a very funny thing
it is, H2re is a state run organisation which is managed
at top level by unpaid voluntary workers, There is the
Minister and the Ministry at the very top of course, but
the next level down,.Regional Boards, Boards of Governers
and the next level down,.Hospital Illanagement Committees,
are all conposed of people who are paid only thelr expenses,
Mot till you come to the Group Secretary do you find a
salaried viorker, Oh, it is a funny set up alright, but the
funniest thing of all 1is..it works,

silong the general public there is a great tendency to think
that the NHS 1is very extravagant. I felt so a bit myself
till I vas confronted with actual charts and figures, and
eshecially so with the chart that showed the national
cipenditure, A third of the amount given to Ifational
nNefense 1s spent on the ITHS,

Gradually this course has made me feel very proud of the
service, I have begun to see what a wonderful ildeal it is.
This is how the Act defines the kinisters duty.,to promote
the establishment of a comprehensive health service
designed to secure an improvment in the physical and mental
health or the people, and the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of illness'.,,Such a big order.,.and note too the
inciusion of the words mental and prevention.

The Act passed into force on July 4th 1948, and since has
been Inovn oificially as the Appointed Jday. By some trick of
the mind I often think annointed instead,, The 12 years
since then have been spent in vielding the service together,
taking ILoondon Teaching iospitals; Provincial Voluntary
Jospitals, toor Law Hospitals, cottage, sanatoria, etc and
making them try to think on how to try to prevent and treat
diseasce on a country wide scale, It has been an awful
upheaval, and it has taken at least 10 years before some of
the implications have been fully absorbed, It will, I am



confident, take another ten before the full benedits can be’
geen, In fact, it may need a whole new generation vorking
in the service, taking the NHS for granted to obtain that
end,

Let me give one example of what the change meant to the
Hospital Almoners. They were first attached to hospitals
to act as social workers; to attend to the purely social
needs of the patient. In the Dbeginning the almoners found
the need for matcrial things overwhelming GNEr STorAt e Stiesiiah
stringent Poor Lawa. Yet all monies came from voluntary
collections and had to be doled out sparingly’ So they
became involved witu the money side, they had to find out
now much the patient should or could pay. S0 much or
their time was spent on this that the social side was
practically untouched, With the arrival of the Appointed
Day they vwerc freed from all LS aiE e astt able to do
their real job--help with the non-medical problems of the
patdentsl, sl e men jdnd g fc with a mentally deficient
childy who so badly necd help over the shoek of thils, the
old people whose relatives are EUEAE T | the ‘dea of
their return home, are only two examples..,and soO often
what pceople necd is someoney not personally involved who
will sit and listen.

To the ordinary nurse there has been little apparecnt
change at all, the majority of them have only the very
vaguest idea of which Group they are a part of, The
"%igher' up the ladder you go, thc more you glimpse the

whole, but the nursing side lagged way behind the lay

adninistrative in grasning that sornething new was afoot.
It is my personal opinion, that where the Matron was a
strong willed person shc retained a great deal of her
power. Where she wias not quite so wide awake, a great
deal of that power had vanished over to the lay admin
side before she knev what was happening, I do not wish
to give a plcture of a 'war' between the two sides, but
there vwias undoubtedly some jockeying gor PeglEiens It
all depended upon thne personalities involved., Where
they could cooperate, all went smoothly, but that; of
eppliecs to all organisations.

I gvess I have nattered out enough random thoughts on
the NS, Any questions?
O YA A A AT AT AT T T A P AT A T A T Y T VAN AN (L 1 T
Memocracy demands,; as doe€s no other form of societys, that
its citizens understand their institutions and their
problems., Indced; democracy is dependant upon the
pervasivness of such understanding among its citizens"

Mr Justice Frankfurter.

"ereat thoughts come from the heart: but they must go round
by the head”
John Morley.



